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Unless they suffer some atypical developmental differences, young children
will always naturally and completely acquire the language around them, as
long as it is a sufficiently rich linguistic environment. Without exposure to
adequate input however, the process of language acquisition appears to
proceed only so far. One controversial source of evidence for the effects of
language deprivation comes from the case of Genie, a young adolescent
discovered after many years of neglect and isolation. For more than ten years,
Genie was held captive by her abusive father, who allowed no one to speak to
her, among other forms of mistreatment. Once freed from captivity and in the
care of others, she received extensive language rehabilitation. Ultimately,
however, she never fully acquired language, attaining a level of proficiency
that resembled an advanced adult second language learner.
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