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In 1964 Niseko was an isolated village in the snowy wastes of Hokkaido. Now it is one of the
buzziest ski resorts in the world. Most of this is down to its unusual — for Japan — openness to outsiders.
Its potential for skiing was noticed in 1910 by an Austro-Hungarian colonel, Theodor von Lerch, an
emissary from one empire to another who startled the local farmers by sliding down their volcanic
slopes. His statue stands on a plinth in the town of Kutchan. But after his death the village lay ( % ),

hibernating in the snows of the world’s disdain. It was rediscovered at the end of the twentieth century

by Australian surfers looking for something to do in winter. But @ the remote location and freezing

temperatures made it hard to turn it into a resort, even when the 1972 Winter Olympics were (V> )

in nearby Sapporo. Newspaper photographs of Japan’s ski slopes made them look glum: slim tongues
of snow with half a million people jostling for elbow (9 ). The go-to places were still the climbing
capitals of Europe and the booming North American domains. E (that / Niseko / began / off / until / to

take / it wasn’t / the late 1990s ) Developers from Tokyo, Hong Kong and Malaysia followed the

Australian lead, buying whole mountains and building villages at their feet. It soon became one of the
world’s fastest-growing ski areas. Was it the Aspen of the East, or Asia’s answer to Whistler? Either
way, it soon attracted a growing legion of fervent devotees from around the world.

Several things conspired to propel it into this elite club. The first was geographical: the snow
that fell on Hokkaido owed its icing-sugar lightness to salt grains picked up over the Sea of Japan. By
sucking moisture out of the flakes, these created what may be the world’s finest snow: weightless
powder that drifts from the sky in a billowing cloud. The ski slopes are low — the peak at Niseko is only
1380 metres, below even the hairdressing salons of St Moritz — but the northerly (2 ) provides
snow in quantities that Europe can only dream of. The second was sartorial. The weather in Niseko was

so freezing that old-school knitwear was not up to the task. Modern thermal fabrics changed the game.
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But the third reason may be the most important. Japan’s new image as cool created an itch among the

world’s ski bums, especially at the intrepid and youthful end of the market. Its blizzard-white streets

attracted the young. [Z] And these were not any old youne. They were drawn by the surfer-dude ambience,
but Niseko was never a cheap date — it was a long flight from anywhere. So its new fan base was well-

heeled. The lift queues trembled with stories about descents through trees or tumbles in the soft, fairy-

tale snow, but also contained global-elite references to the goings-on at ( 3 ), J. P. Morgan. Credit

Suisse and Goldman Sachs. Skiing was not exactly a blue-collar pursuit anywhere; but here the

ambience was more than usually elite.
This, the eavesdropper soon realises, is where Japan’s soft-power strides have carried it. Niseko
is too gruelling for today’s fat cats (it is not the place to discuss mergers (2> ) cigars on sun-drenched

terraces), but to tomorrow’s global elite it is a snowy wonderland.

HH#  Soft Power: The New Great Game by Robert Winder,Little, Brown (c) Robert Winder 2020. Reproduced with permission

of the Licensor through PLSclear.

1 2 (B) ~ (2) KENThAZRDEYREL TOEN»O 20T OEU, BE
FIRICREA L 2 & W,

(& ) :decadent / democrat/dominant/ dormant

(v ) :conducted/ held/ performed / taken
(9 ) :entrance/ floor / room / staircase
(% ) ¢ altitude/ attitude / latitude / longitude
12 2 (B) KAZFBCBEL T, BROTHRE) 2 P of0FErbF 2 T, &b#EY%
bDE T o—0 0, EMMICTEALRX W,

FB7F : BICS/HSBC/ IBAN / OECD

13 2 (20) IC A& BEYILATEFEZ T2 0 —0FY, BEMMICEALEI W,

HIEF : across / beyond / over / toward

M4 TEHBXPHREICLES W, BEIFERKICEALZI W,




2023 FE BFEH HEAAFRR

S ERE (XE MERE (NS )

M5 THREYDEAUZIOER T, Hitke o2& 2 WY RIS Lk X v, BEIREH
MICEEA LR T,

Ble THEZIZEIWITEREEoTWEDD, HICHERET. NA% 1 ~2T0oBRA
FECEHBL Zn X Vv, MBS AMUCRA LR W,

17 ASCCBIT 2 TORBICHAECE 22 3 v»w, EIIBEARKICEALRZT W,

1) R 74 v =LA b REOBRIZE 515 b D,

2) mkapsxF—Er LTCARC > 7-8E% 32, BEICEZ I W,

I XROFEXL1~6D () IKAZEEYREGEZ (A)~D)25 1 2F0FEN, ¥
SERMBERMICEEALZE Y, (18 5)

1. Sometimes it is hard to find someone you can ( ) to in your life.
(A) befriend  (B) engage (C) relate (D) update

2. Book your test drive of our new cars and see our latest offers ( ) www.exaudi.com.
(A) at (B) in (C) of D) to

3. We are one of the global leaders in renewable energy, and we want to () this position.

(A) amplify (B) increase  (C) rise (D) strengthen
4. The same-day delivery slots are ( ) to availability and location.
(A) complement (B) object
(C) subject (D) verb
5. Nicola got ( ) of the procedure quickly and helped me after she finished everything.
(A) gold (B) hold (C)old (D) told
6. As it turned ( ), Ellis was right — Daniel left the job last week without telling us.

(A) in (B) off (C)on (D) out
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1. The world’s tigers, whose worldwide (p ) stood at more than 100,000 at the (t )
of the 20th century, are disappearing rapidly.
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2. (A ) to National Geographic, the most critical problem for tigers is the loss of

th ) in many of their traditional home area.
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