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(3£3) Studies of second language acquisition have successfully revealed a number of
aspects of bilinguals’ knowledge, especially the achievement of generative approaches to
second language acquisition have been contributing to cognitive science along with the
progress of theoretical linguistics. Based on early studies on 1970’s and 1980’s, which
showed that L1 influence may be restricted to certain areas of learner grammar, current
research appears to approach the situation where fundamental similarities and differences
can be examined in scientific ways with rigorous theoretical and empirical evidence.
However, learners’ metalinguistic knowledge has been largely ignored in this line of
research. In order to formally describe the relationship between learners’ linguistic and

meta-linguistic knowledge, I reviewed relevant literature at the University of Cambridge.
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