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(£3) Sustainable regional development requires reliable information on ecosystem functions/
ecosystem services and biodiversity. Data on the respective indicators need to be updated with
sufficient frequency and accuracy. In the research project funded through the Special Research
Grant programme of Chuo University, I focused on ecosystem functions and biodiversity
indicators in the restored wetland 'Kita-ku kodomo no mizube' along the lower reaches of
Arakawa River in Tokyo. Continued measurement of water levels and water temperature was
combined with environmental DNA analysis of fish and decapod crustaceans and with RGB
images taken with a small drone. The results obtained using these methods showed that this
research approach has the potential to augment and enhance the monitoring methods based on

citizen science that have been applied until now.




