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Anselmo Reyes

First, the Self-Inspection and Evaluation Report
records what has been done on the Project in 2016.
Paragraph 3.1.3 of the Report concludes: "Our self-
evaluation is that the outcome was ... excellent.” |
would agree. Applying the Evaluation Measures, the
events summarised in the Evaluation Report
clearly provide a solid conceptual foundation for

accomplishing the Project's ambitious goals.

Second, for 2017 and beyond, | would expect
the Project to move quickly from the conceptual
to the concrete. Ideally, this would involve
producing an initial set of deliverables in the three
subject areas at the heart of Chuo's Project: (1)
international transaction law, (2) data privacy, and

(3) dispute resolution.

Without meaning to constrain what might be

produced, such initial deliverables might include:-

(&) questionnaires to be sent out to relevant
stakeholders in each subject area exploring the
degrees to which (i) political, (ii) cultural, (iii)
religious, (iv) economic, (v) social and (vi)
other considerations have (or have not)
influenced the development of aspects of the
law relating to each subject area;

(b) the responses of stakeholders to such
questionnaires;

(c) comparative analyses of the responses to the
questionnaires; and,

(d) preliminary conclusions of the extent to

which (if at all) considerations (a)(i) to (vi)
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have actually affected the development of

law in the three subject areas.

In due course, the Project might move to
qualitative interviews among selected stakeholders
for the purpose of  validating (and
fleshing out with  greater detail) the
preliminary conclusions reached. The results of the
qualitative interviews and the resultant final
conclusions would then serve as deliverables for
the latter part of the Project. Needless to say, (a)

to (d) above would feature as part of the database

referred to in the three documents.

I suggest, in connection with international
transaction law, that the subject be scoped down,
as otherwise it may be too wide to cover within
the time-frame of the Project. Thus, for example,
the subject area might be narrowed to looking at
one or more of the following: (1) the use of good
faith, (2) consumer protection; (3) employee
protection; and (4) the protection of those under

some mental or physical incapacity.

If at all possible, it would be helpful to have
within the first half of 2017 a provisional timetable
of how the Project will be moving forward in the
coming months. The timetable should endeavour to
be specific, so that it should identify estimated dates
by which defined outputs (for instance, draft

questionnaires in each subject area) are to be ready.

Finally, there are presently three persons in the
Review Committee, one from Japan (Professor
Akihiro Wani), one from Europe (Dr. Luca

Castellani), and one from Hong Kong (myself). For
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a better geographical representation, as well as
gender and cultural balance on the Review
Committee, | suggest that a woman from
Australia be appointed as a fourth member of the
Review Committee. There is reference in the
Evaluation Report to Justice Patricia Bergin as a
potential external reviewer. Justice Bergin is
currently an International Judge of the Singapore
International Commercial Court and a former judge
of the New South Wales Court. While in the latter
position, she has been in charge of the Commercial,
Equity and Construction Lists respectively. She has
also been closely involved with legal education in
Australia. For those reasons, it seems to me that
she would make an excellent Review Committee

member and | would recommend her appointment.
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Akihiro Wani

I hereby agree with the contents of the Report.

As the Project was selected by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
as its sponsored project on November 22, 2016, the
Project has been far away from the full operation in
the term ending in March 2017. Still the Overall
Coordination Group has successfully set up the
network of the people and institutions who will
participate the Project. | understand that the research
papers for the Project will soon start to arrive and we
can see more visible results by the end of the next
term. Then the Overall Coordination Group will be
required to formulate the methodology to reflect the
results of the Project to the existing Japanese legal
system. In this connection the establishment of the
networks with the people in the business sectors

including the practicing lawyers will become more

FLXZ ZICARMEEONEIZFET D,

AK7m =7 ML, 2016 4F 11 A 22 BIZSCHESE
ALV AR —FEL LTRIRS N0,
2017 4 3 AT T 2 HMICB W TAT B Y =
7 N OFERIRERIT IR SN2 5T, FDOHRT,
BERBE T N—T1L, KTy =r MBIt 5
N R OHEBI DR > U — 7 B i sh I HEE L
Too BAE, A7 m Y=/ MIBT D5 EEITM
HRLEE LIRS LEMR LT Y BHEARE
TITF LY T RERERD N TEST
BHY, TO%, BKHEIN—TIIART BV =
7 NOREREZBEAFO BAROIERIEICK RS2
OO FIERRINT 2 Lo EREN D, T
L. EGEHELEZEZDEVXR -7 X4 —D AW
EDRy NT—7 OREIL, K7 rY =2 MO/
Lo TLVEETHD,




important for the success of the Project.

There are some recommendations and proposals by
other members of the Review Committee and |
recommend that the Overall Coordination Group
should pay due attention to such suggestions, so that

the Project will be concluded successfully.
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Luca G. Gastellani

In general, | concur with the Self-Inspection and

Evaluation Report prepared by Chuo University.

With respect to the first substantive research topic of
the project, i.e. “international transactions”, it is
suggested that additional information could be
gathered by monitoring the preparation of the
“Legal Guide on International Contract Law (with a
Focus on Sales)” that is being jointly prepared by
UNCITRAL, Unidroit and the Hague Conference
on Private International Law. In particular, that Guide
will provide a list of relevant instruments that could
be used as benchmarks for the research. Moreover,
that Guide could assist in better identifying the
dynamics, including any difference, in the circulation
of treaties and model laws (and treaties used as model
law). In that respect, one issue of special interest
could be monitoring the process of adoption of those

treaties and model laws by the six jurisdictions.

While the efforts made in establishing an efficient
and effective network of researchers are noted, it is
suggested that additional progress could be made in
2017 taking into consideration that Hong Kong is
emerging as a center of excellency for alternative

dispute resolution (e.g. see the Annual Hong Kong

RIS, AT RKRZFEDMER L2 A Ok - 5T
WEEICERT 5,

IuY = FOERYOFEERRIE R E Y 7 T
& % Tnternational transactions) ([EERES)) (2B
L. UNCITRAL ([EE[EERpER5IEZAER
Unidroit (FAIERE—[EIBRIH2) M O ~— 7 [EBRFLE
2w N FE CTER L= [ Legal Guide on
International Contract Law (with a Focus on Sales) |
(TEBEZRKIEOERfESE GEEZTO L LT
ERET L2 LR, BMOFENIINESND
TLEDBRESIND, BT, YIERHNT, IO
YFe—r LTSNS Z LD TE S
TOLFEDY A MR 5, SHIT, Hikfas
. SRR OETE (ROETVES LTER
INDEN) OFERICBIT DX AT I A (FHiE
REET,) ZLVEMICHET D &aET
ZENTED, THICEL, 6 KD T
5 DEM KR OET WEDZFH T 1k 2 & fatd
5 LI HCBELOEVERED LD LRV ED,

BRB)TRRAVRBIIEE F > N U — I DT
IR SNTBANRRO LI DL— T, FEITEN
SN IR DHFE LTl e LTHRELTWVD
Z & (Bz1E. Annual Hong Kong Arbitration Week
(FEREHEMFER) 228, ROV T R—
VB 2 o N =T = U ZADRIEICE < O TR




Arbitration Week) and that Singapore is investing
significant resources in the study of legal
convergence (e.g. see the program of the Conference
“Towards an Asian Legal Order: Conversations on
Convergenc” held on 8-9 December 2016 at
Singapore  Management  University).  Closer
coordination and cooperation with relevant
organizations and participation in the relevant events,

could be of significant mutual benefit.
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