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Comments from External Reviewer

Anselmo Reyes

Thank you for your email of 6 May 2020. Attached
to the email was the Project’ s 2019 Progress

Report (including 2 Appendices).

The pervasive theme of the Progress Report is the
delay to the Project caused by the COVID-19
situation. It is unfortunate that the
unprecedented global pandemic (which has prompted
a state of emergency in Japan) has meant that the
Project’ s research activities have had to be
delayed.

countries have been dealing with the pandemic in

It occurs to me that different

Most countries have imposed some

At the

different ways.
sort of lockdown and closing of borders.
same time, as a counterpoint to isolation, many
countries have stressed that we are in this
unprecedented situation together and it will only
be through concerted cooperation that we can
weather the social and economic consequences of
the pandemic. The reconciliation of these two
opposite tendencies strikes me as underpinning
the Project’ s goals and their importance. The
Project is ultimately seeking to document how the
legal and non—legal norms of different countries
diverge and converge. The Project’ s conclusions
have the potential to shed light the ways in
which those norms may facilitate or hinder
transnational cooperation in the post COVID-19
world.

At the time of writing these comments, I have not
yet had access to the databases mentioned in the
Progress Report. The databases were to have been
formally launched in March 2020, but that has
understandably had to be postponed in light of

COVID-19. The databases are now only available
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internally. It seems to me that the databases
and the insights to be gleaned from them
constitute the very heart of this Project. 1
therefore look forward to their official launch,
hopefully later this year, once the present
COVID-19 emergency is behind us. From the
Appendices to the Progress Report (which capture
or summarise some responses to particular
questionnaires), it appears that the concerns
expressed in my previous comments have been
addressed, so that there has now been appropriate
scoping of the matters within the Project’ s

purview.

The Progress Report has referred to academic
activities which, although not formally part of
the Project, have served as forums or
opportunities through which to explore
theoretical and other concerns that the ongoing
work on the Project have thrown up. From the
account in the Progress Report, these academic
activities appear to have provided valuable
support for the Project’ s wide—ranging and
ambitious initiatives. It is hoped that these
side events can continue once university life
more or less returns to normal in the aftermath
of COVID-19.

Once I again I congratulate you and your team on
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the work done to date. I look forward to the ERRE LTV, TV ey =7 b O A28
Project’ s outputs in the near future. LA L TWD,
Patricia Bergin

Thank you for the Project Progress Report. It is
very good to see that things are progressing so
well.

It would be good to receive a report from the
attendees at the Middle Temple Program in due
course. It is an impressive initiative.

I have read Anselmo Reyes observations and
respectfully agree with him.

These are very difficult times but the Project

appears to be in a good position from which

Tuvxl b OEEHREIEHRT L, ATr Y=y
R NEFNCEA TS DERD Z ENTE T,

SRV TUTNT R T T AOSMED L OWREN

FiFmzonTnsd ERBW, K707 F AT, RiEd
LWER Y #E AT,

Anselmo Reyes #d% D FLARZ FERE L7203, HE 2 Fi -
THIZFET %,

AT ICIRNE R Tl H 203, LA THEITHHE

TREERSRIZBRICA T ey =7 FEBRBELTH, 59




resumption can occur when it is safe and

practicable to do so.
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Akihiro

Thank you for your e—mail requesting my comments on your
research progress report.

In this connection [ have reviewed the “Report on Progress
in AY2019” with 2 Appendices (the “Report”). I also had a
chance to read the comments by Professor Anselmo Reyes

dated May 8, 2020.

(1) Comparative law database.

It is really unfortunate that the Project experiences a huge
delay due to the pandemic situation by COVID-19.
Especially the forced postponement of the international
symposium originally scheduled in March, where you plan to
discuss about research results among domestic and
international researchers and to launch the comparative law
database is really a regrettable happening. The database,
which should be the core of this Project, is not yet launched
publicly, although it became available internally. However we
can see the example answers to the questions in Appendix
1 and I have an impression that the advisers’ previous
comments have been well digested and taken care of. |
therefore fully agree with the comments of Professor
Reyes’ that “there has now been appropriate scoping of the
matters within the Project’s purview.”

So | agree with your self-evaluation of “good” and cross
my fingers for the success of the symposium scheduled in

November.

(2) Research of underlying legal culture

The publication of “Beyond Globalization: Future of

Comparative Law in Asia/Pacific” by the Institute of
Comparative Law in Japan seems to have a big impact on
Japanese legal scholars, but this book does not belong to
the Project. So the comment that “we should publish a
monograph or book on the methodology based on the
research results of this project to develop our research

sustainability” is correct.

Wani
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Your self-evaluation of “good” is acceptable.

(3) Research on method of convergence

This is quite a challenging project especially at the time
when the countries in the world seems to be dividing and
distancing each other because of COVID-19, Brexit, U.S.-
China confrontation, etc. Important thing here is to create
a flow of constant experience exchanges among legal
professionals in different countries. I agree with your view
that existing law school system is not enough. So I look
forward to seeing the growth of “Japan Institute for
International Arbitration Research and Training.”

Having said that, I do not see the visible results of such
under

activities yet, and think this approach is still

construction. [ believe the fair evaluation would be “good.”

(4) Social Outreach

In any event we appreciate your great efforts to promote
the Project up to now and hope the Project will be rewarded
enough when the world come back to normal after the

pandemic.
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